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The Return of Soul #i& % #& for Pipa and String Quartet

Program Notes:

The Return of Soul, pipa concerto with string quartet, is based on an ancient play “The Peony
Pavilion” for Kunqu opera, a love affair written by Tang Xianzu in 1598. The text also
implies the political defense of the failing Song dynasty against the aggressive Jin Dynasty.
The outline of the piece is designed around these main scenes (from the original 55 scenes):
Touring in the Garden), Dream, Retracing the Dream, Departing of Soul (death), Judgement
of Underworld, Discovered and Admired the Portrait, Secret Rendezvous, A Vow (between
lady ghost and man), Resurrection (return of soul), Wedding, Repudiate and Challenges, and
Reunion (happy ending). The whole piece bundles with an introduction and a conclusion.

This work is commissioned by the Pacific Quartet Vienna.
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